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Committee members present: 
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dmcdermo @liu.edu 

o Mary Ellen Chijioke, Guilford College 
mchijiok @guilford.edu 

o Diane Fulkerson, University of West Georgia 
dfulkers @westga.edu 



 
Minutes of the previous ACRL-IS: Information Literacy in the 
Disciplines committee meeting at ALA Annual 2007 were 
approved without objections or revisions. 
 
Announcements or issues for discussion from the IS 
Advisory Council meeting: 
 

1. Mark announced the IS events and meetings taking 
place in Philadelphia.  He also announced that the title 
of the IS Annual conference program in Anaheim, CA 
will be “Creating Change: Teacher Librarians and New 
Learners,” and the speaker will be Jeff Liles, Assistant 
Professor of Education at St John Fisher College.  

2. The Instruction Section is seeking members for the IS 
Web Site Design Implementation Task Force.  In 
consultation with the IS Web Administrators, this virtual 
task force will test and implement designs submitted by 
the 2006-2007 IS Web Site Design Task Force.  The 
term of appointment is March 1, 2008-June 30, 2009.  
For details about the charge, proposed timeline, and 
how to volunteer, please see the IS Web site: 
http://www.ala.org/acrl/is. 

3. New members of the IS Information Literacy in the 
Disciplines committee will serve during 2008-2009 and 
do not need to renew their committee membership in 
2008.  Committee members who served on ILD during 
2007, however, need to complete a volunteer form by 
February 15, 2008 in order to be considered for 2009 
committee appointments.  New committee members will 
be selected after Midwinter, and should hear of their 
2009 appointments by late March or early April, 2008. 

4. LOEX 2008 registration opens February 8, 2008 at 
1:00pm EST.  The 36th annual LOEX conference will be 



held in Oak Brook, IL.  LOEX 2009 will be held in 
Albuquerque, NM. 

 
Agenda Item 1  
Information in the Disciplines Project: Tips and Strategies for 
Effective Updates 
 
Discussion: 

From discipline to discipline, the language used to 
describe information literacy varies.  Part of the 
challenge in collecting information that ties information 
literacy to academic standards in various fields is that 
standards, as stated, rarely mention information 
literacy.  Instead, terms such as research skills, 
competency, and informatics are commonly used to 
describe what librarians might identify as information 
literacy.  Is it important for us to list the terms used by a 
discipline to identify skills and understanding that we 
might identify as information literacy? 
 

Decision: 
Committee members will try to find information that 
addresses the question, “How do we help people to 
become competent or effective researchers in this 
field?” as these materials are most likely to discuss 
what we recognize as information literacy and its 
relation to competency standards, both implicit and 
explicit, in a given field.  Members will add terms on a 
new section of the committee wiki, and will add them to 
their discipline pages as appropriate. 

 
Agenda Item 2  
Review: New formatting changes for this round of revisions 
 
Discussion and Decisions: 



 
1. Searching Tips 

It might be useful to suggest databases for finding up-
to-date information.  These might include discipline-
specific databases, education-related databases (ERIC 
and Education Full Text), and cross-disciplinary 
databases (Web of Science and JSTOR). 

 
2. Currency 

The amount of information available on information 
literacy standards varies greatly from discipline to 
discipline.  In some disciplines, limiting citations to 
information from the past five years might be advisable.  
In others, including information from the past twenty 
years might be necessary.  While the committee agreed 
that this decision will need to be made individually by 
discipline, it was also agreed that it would be a good 
idea to include seminal articles referred to in newer 
writing.  The committee agreed that currency might 
serve as a useful limiter in ensuring quality over 
quantity of resources on the site. 
 

3. Last updated date 
The committee agreed that members will manually 
include a “last updated” date on any modified Web 
page. 
 

4. Using Chicago Style B 
The committee agreed that all citations included on the 
site, in line with current Instruction Section practice, will 
be formatted in Chicago Style.  Citations currently 
posted are formatted in Chicago Style. 

 
Agenda Item 3 
Review: New categories for this round of revisions 



 
Discussion & Decisions: 
The committee established a set of categories to serve as a 
loose template for discipline-specific Web pages.  In each 
category, the committee suggests that it might be a good 
idea to include a statement about why the resources have 
been selected. 
 

o Introductory Statement 
The committee decided that if there was anything 
unusual or unique about a particular discipline, an 
introductory statement would be valuable to site 
visitors. 
 

o Accrediting organizations 
The committee decided that listing accrediting 
organizations is, in and of itself, valuable, adding that 
members will provide notes to identify which 
organizations address information literacy.  As the 
committee carries out future revisions of the site, it will 
be important to check with accrediting organizations for 
any recent attention to information literacy.  It was 
mentioned that the Council of Higher Education puts 
out a directory of accrediting organizations which is 
great for identifying organizations that might otherwise 
prove hard to find. 

 
o Professional associations 

The committee decided that professional associations 
warranted their own category since a lot of action 
happens at the association level (for example, at 
conferences). 

 
o Publications including articles, books, and journals 

The committee decided that, while it is important to cite 



articles that discuss information literacy standards and 
education within a discipline, it is also important to 
include the names of major publications addressing 
these issues.  Citations to articles, books, and journals 
will be included in this section. 

 
o Presentations 

This category includes conference presentations and 
papers. 
 

o Teaching materials 
Teaching materials should demonstrate relevance 
across institutions.  It was mentioned that PRIMO might 
have some excellent sites for inclusion.  However, 
individual course syllabi were deemed too institution-
specific by the committee. 
 

o Searching tips 
This category might include suggested databases and 
useful search terms by discipline. 

 
Agenda Item 4 
Committee Wiki 
 
Discussion & Decisions: 

1. How does the committee share information? 
If we post information on the wiki, everyone has access.  
It’s helpful to see how other people have done things, 
and it opens up opportunities for collaboration across 
disciplines. 
 

2. Can anyone use the wiki or just members? 
At this point, the wiki is for member use only.  Mark will 
make sure all members of ILD have access and will 
send out the wiki url.  The wiki is intended as a back-



end tool for sharing and posting information while the 
Web site is ILD’s public face.  When a committee 
member posts to the wiki, he/she should inform the ILD 
list.  The deadline for posting information to the wiki is 
May 1, 2008. 

 
Agenda Item 5 
Discussion: International standards and committee charge 
 
Discussion & Decisions: 
The committee charge mentions information literacy around 
the globe, but the Information Literacy Advisory Committee 
(ILAC) already maintains a list of global information literacy 
resources at:  
http://www.ala.org/ala/acrl/acrlissues/acrlinfolit/infolitresource
s/global/globalil.cfm.  Consequently, the ILD committee 
would like to amend its charge to read: “To gather and 
promote information literacy standards and curricula 
developed by accrediting agencies, professional 
associations, and institutions of higher education.  The 
committee presents its data on Section-sanctioned web 
sites, including “Information Literacy in the Disciplines.”  The 
Committee reviews and updates the content of these web 
sites annually.” 
 
Agenda Item 6 
Next steps and assigned responsibilities 
 
Discussion & Decisions: 

1. How else can we get this information out? 
One suggestion was to open up the wiki to get people 
outside the committee into the discussion.  The 
committee was uncertain how this would work 
logistically since, at this point, everything produced by 
IS is vetted by the Executive Committee.  But the 



committee felt strongly that there are so many 
discussions that we don’t always know what we are 
missing.  Opening the discussion would allow people to 
fill in our gaps.  If we are unable to open the wiki to 
public discussion, perhaps inviting public comment 
might be as simple as including an email button on 
each Web page.  The committee also recognized the 
need to guide people in constructive conversation, 
emphasizing the importance of using language on the 
site which invites comments and discussion.  Mark will 
look into our options with the committee wiki in terms of 
opening it to public contribution.  This has the potential 
to change the work of the committee from being the 
sole information contributors to information monitors.  It 
also has the potential to create more excitement around 
the project and ultimately lead to a more relevant 
resource.  

 
2. The committee thought it might be useful to include a 

Web page of Information Literacy across disciplines.  
Here, we might be able to include multi-disciplinary 
resources.  Checking with collaborative centers on 
campuses might uncover work being done to address 
information literacy across or between disciplines. 

 
3. It was mentioned that some materials on the site 

seemed like projects proposed for the future (project 
plans and proposals), not current work.  The committee 
decided to go back and take a look at these proposals 
to see what has actually been done.  It was suggested 
that project plans not carried through might be worth 
deleting from the site if they are older than 5 years. 

 
4. Each committee member will review his/her pages by 

May 1. 



 
5. Mark will send around information on publishing on the 

wiki and changing our charge. 
   


